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COMMEMORATIVE  COLLECTOR  FRUSTRATION  SAGA 


We  have  known  for 
some  time  that  it  has  been 
difficult  for  collectors  to 
obtain  new  Lithuanian 
commemorative  50  lity  coins 
(and  others)  directly  from 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  due  to 
a variety  of  reasons. 

For  the  collector 
here  in  the  U.S.,  the 
availability  of  these  coins 
has  usually  been  only  on  the 
secondary  market  where  they 
are  marked  up  for  hefty 
profits.  Too  often  by  time  a 
coins  is  announced  and  we 
find  out  about  it,  they  are 
already  sold  out  by  the  Bank. 
We  are  printing  here  a series 
of  correspondence  one  of 
our  LNA  members,  Kenneth 
Humphreys,  had  with  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania 
concerning  an  advanced 
purchase  he  tried  to  make  of 
the  2008  St.  Casimir  coin. 

Lithuanian 

commemorative  coins  are  in 
high  demand.  Speculative 
dealers  and  collectors  have 
been  purchasing  them  or 
have  people  in  Lithuania 
purchase  them  that  can  get  to 
the  Bank  in  Vilnius  “in  time” 
on  the  day  of  sale  when  they 
are  released.  TTie  collector  in 
America  is  at  a disadvantage. 
Thus,  a coin  that  should  be 
obtained  for  around  $40, 


>Dear  Mr  Humphreys, 

> 

>In  reply  to  your  e-mail  message  of  1 October  2007,  we  are  sorry  to  inform 
>you  that  we  are  not  in  a position  to  accept  your  advance  order  for  the  50 
>Litas  commemorative  coin  dedicated  to  St  Casimir  (to  be  issued  in  the  1st 
>quarter  of  2008).  In  accordance  to  the  procedure  for  the  sale  of  numismatic 
>items  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  the  orders  for  commemorative  coins  to  be 
>issued  that  are  received  before  the  date  of  their  issue  shall  not  exceed  25 
>per  cent  of  the  mintage  of  a commemorative  coin.  Unfortunately,  your  order 
>was  received  after  this  quantity  of  the  advance  orders  for  this  coin  has 
>been  already  accepted. 

>We  would  like  to  advise  you  to  follow  information  on  the  website  of  the  Bank 
>of  Lithuania,  as  there  could  be  made  some  amendments  to  the  above-  mentionea 
>procedure. 

> . 

>Sincerely  yours, 

> 

>Laima  Tarasevieieni 
>Head  First  Cash 
>Operations  Division 

From:  Ken  Humphreys  (kenkhumphreys@charter.net) 

My  order  was  sent  by  email  early  in  the  morning 

of  the  very  first  day  of  the  quarter  in  which 

orders  were  permitted.  It  is  incomprehensible 

that  the  order  cannot  be  accepted.  I followed  all 

of  the  information  on  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 

website.  This  is  the  second  time  that  I have  been 

denied  the  ability  to  purchase  a coin  which  was 

properly  ordered  in  accord  with  the  instructions  on  the  website. 

Until  the  changes  in  your  ordering  system,  I had 
a standing  order  for  all  new  Lithuanian  coins  and 
thus  had  a complete  set  of  all  modern  Lithuanian 
coins.  I have  now  been  denied  the  ability  to  keep 
that  set  complete  and  to  pass  it  on  to  my 
children.  My  collection  is  very  extensive  and 

also  includes  hundreds  of  Lithuanian  coins  dating  back  to  the  14th  century. 

My  account  with  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  a 

current  balance  of  1549.55  Litas.  Because  the 

Bank  is  obviously  unable  to  fill  my  orders, 

please  close  my  account  and  refund  my  money.  I 

will  regretfully  not  be  placing  any  further  orders  for  coins  of  Lithuania. 

Despite  my  surname,  I am  a Lithuanian-American 
and  am  a member  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 


Continued  next  page... 


COMMEMORATIVE  COLLECTOR  FRUSTRATION  SAGA 

Association.  It  distresses  me  deeply  that  the 
bank's  new  policies  make  it  virtually  impossible 
for  Individual  cpilectors  to  obtain  commemorative 
coins  of  Lithuania  at  issue  prices. 

Regretfully, 

Kenneth  Humphreys 

Dear  Mr  Humphreys 

In  reply  to  your  e-mail  message  of  31  October  2007,  we  are  sorry  for  being 
not  unable  to  reserve  for  you  a coin  dedicated  to  550th  Birth  Anniversary  of 
St.  Casimir.  Let  us  explain  why.  Presently  commemorative  coins  have  been  in 
great  demand  in  Lithuania.  Ordering  these  coins  has  become  very  popular 
among  the  numismatists.  We  began  accepting  advance  orders  for  the  coin 
dedicated  to  550th  Birth  Anniversary  of  St.  Casimir  (to  be  issued  in  the  I Q 
2008)  from  the  early  hours  of  1st  October  2007  and  in  a few  hours  we  had 
aiready  accepted  orders  for  25  per  cent  of  the  mintage  of  this  coin  (in 

accordance  to  Procedure  for  the  sale  of  numismatic  items  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  the  orders  for  numismatic  items  to  be  issued  that  are  received 
before  the  date  of  their  issue  shall  not  exceed  25  percent  of  the  mintage  of 
a commemorative  coin  made  from  precious  metals).  Unfortunately,  your  order 
was  received  after  this  quantity  of  the  advance  orders  for  this  coin  has 
been  already  accepted. 

Frank  - Note  that  my  e-mailed  order  was  sent  to  them  very  early  in  the  morning  of  Oct  1 
(from  a cruise  ship  at  sea  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  so  it  was  not  even  any  US  time  zone).  It  was 
before  the  Bank  opened  in  the  morning  yet  they  claim  to  have  sold  out  25%  of  the  mintage 
which  is  their  limit  for  advance  sales,  the  rest  apparently  going  to  dealers. 

We  would  like  to  confirm  that  there  is  the  balance  of  LTL  1549,71  in  your 
account  with  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Would  you  like  us  sending  to  you  the 
ordered  co(n  dedicated  to  XXIX  Olympic  games?  Also,  the  Board  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  decided  to  issue  a new  numismatic  set  of  circulation  coins  in  the 
second  quarter  of  2008,  thus,  presently  we  are  accepting  advance  orders  for 
them. 

But  in  case  you  wish  that  the  balance  in  your  account  would  be  refunded 
please  Indicate  your  bank  account  for  the  funds  to  be  transferred. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Laima  Tarasevieieni 
Head  First  Cash 
Operations  Division 

Date:  Wed,  14  Nov  2007  10:59:40  -0500 
To:  "Giedrute  Liucija  Skuodiene"  <gskuodiene@lb.lt> 

From:  Ken  Humphreys  <kenkhumphreys@charter.net> 

Subject:  Re:  Lithuanian  numismatics 

Thank  you  for  your  reply.  I am  deeply  disappointed  at  the  policies  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  which  now 
prevent  me  from  maintaining  a complete  set  of  Lithuanian  coins.  Based  on  what  you  say.  It  will  be 
virtually  impossible  for  anyone  in  North  America  to  obtain  any  future  issues  because  of  the  time 
difference  between  here  and  Europe.  With  the  low  mintages  of  Lithuanian  coins  and  the  25%  limit,  by 
the  time  we  awaken  on  the  first  day  of  any  quarter,  Europeans  who  have  arisen  5 to  8 hours  before  us 
will  have  totally  subscribed  to  the  limited  number  of  coins  which  are  available. 

Logic  would  suggest  that  the  Bank  would  accept  all  advance  orders  and  then  mint  enough  coins  to  fill 
them  rather  than  limiting  the  quantity  so  severely.  That  would  result  In  much  more  income  for  the 
bank  and  many  more  satisfied  collectors  of  Lithuanian  coins.  Here  in  the  US,  the  members  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Society  are  rather  upset  at  these  policies  which  effectively  deny  them  the 
chance  to  obtain  coins  of  their  home  country.  Most  of  them  are  first  or  second  generation  Lithuanians 
or  children,  and  grandchildren,  as  I am,  of  Lithuanians. 

That  said,  because  I am  no  longer  able  to  maintain  a complete  collection  of  modern  Lithuanian  coins,  I 
see  no  sense  m leaving  my  money  on  deposit  with  the  Bank  in  the  unlikely  chance  that  I might  be  able 
to  purchase  a coin  at  some  time  in  the  future.  Thank  you. 

Please  cancel  the  order  for  the  coin  dedicated  to  XXIX  Olympic  games,  close  my  account,  and  transfer  Kenneth  Humphreys 

the  balance  in  the  account  to  my  bank. 


Continued  from  page  I 

now  sells  for  around  $75-90 
on  the  secondary  market. 

There  have  just  been  too 
many  “hoops”  a collector  in 
America  has  had  to  jump 
through  in  order  to  get  coins 
directly  from  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  at  their  original 
issue  price  before  they  are 
sold  out. 

Mr.  Humphreys 
experience  is  unfortunately 
typical,  we  feel,  of  the 
frustrations  many  of  us  have 
felt.  We  wish  there  was  a 
solution  to  this  logistical 
problem  we  in  America  have 
in  trying  to  purchase 
Lithuanian  commemorative 
coins  directly  from  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania. 


NEW  20  LITIJ 
BANKNOTE  ISSUED 


20  litas  banknote 

(Issued  2007) 


3. 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a new 
2007-dated  20  iiti|  banknote.  This  is  the  first 
new  note  issued  by  the  Bank  since  the  50  litq 
note  dated  2003.  At  that  time  it  was  planned 
that  the  50  litif  would  have  been  the  last 
banknote  issued  by  the  Bank,  because  Lithuania 
was  scheduled  to  switch  to  the  Euro.  That  did 
not  occur,  however,  and  so  a shortage  of  20  liti| 
notes  last  year  prompted  this  new  printing.  The 
description  and  details  are  taken  from  the 
www.lbank.lt  website. 


Front.On  the  right  side  of  the  banknote  is  the  portrait  of  Maironis  (Prelate  Jonas  Maciulis  (1862-1932)),  a famous  Lithuanian  poet  and 
bard  of  the  Lithuanian  national  rebirth.  At  the  top  is  the  inscription  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  (BANK  OF  LITHUANIA),  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
banknote  DVIDESIMT  LITU  ("nA/ENTY  LITAS).  On  the  left  of  the  portrait  is  the  year  of  issue  2007,  the  signature  of  the  Chairman  of  the 

Board  of  the’  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  the  inscription  LIETUVOS  BANKO  VALDYBOS  PIRMININKAS  (CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  THE 
BANK  OF  LITHUANIA).  The  front  of  the  banknote  bears  brown,  violet,  light  brown  and  blue  colours. 


Back.The  Statue  of  Liberty  against  the  background  of  Vytautas  Magnus  Museum  of  War  History  and  Belfry.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
banknote  is  the  inscription  DVIDESIMT  LITU  (TWENTY  LITAS).  The  back  of  the  banknote  bears  violet,  yellow  and  light  blue  colours. 
Size  of  the  note:  135mmx65  mm.  The  designer  of  ttie  banknote  is  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 


Notable  security  features  of  the  banknote; 


Watermark  - a multi-tonal  portrait  of  Maironis 
visible  when  the  note  is  held  up  to  the  light. 


Strip  printed  with  iridescent  inks  visbie  when  the 
note  is  tilted  towards  the  light  at  an  acute  angle, 
with  an  emerging  Inscription  LTL  20. 


See-through  feature,  am  image  of  a book  and  a 
stylus,  front  to  back  in  perfect  register. 


Latent  image  (denomination  numeral  20)  on  the 
right  side  of  the  top  ornamental  band  visible  when 
the  note  is  tilted  towards  the  light  an  acute  angle. 


A glossy  windowed  security  thread  with  the 
repeated  microtext  20  LTL.  When  the  banknote  is 
held  up  to  the  light,  the  full  length  of  the  thread  is 
visible. 


Two  latent  numerals  20  on  the  iridescent  strip 
emerge  when  the  banknote  is  viewed  at  an  acute 
angle. 


4. 


LITHUANIAN  NAPOLEON  TOKEN 
By 

Henry  L.  Gaidis 

Another  souvenir  token  to  have  come  out  of  Lithuania  is  a brass  token  struck  in  commemoration  of 
Napoleon  and  his  1812  Russian  Campaign. 

With  the  defeat  of  the  Polish- Lithuanian  Commonwealth  by  the  combined  force  of  Russia,  Prussia,  and 
Austria  in  1 795  the  nation  that  had  existed  for  some  three  years  was  struck  from  the  maps  of  Europe. 
Although  defeated  many  of  the  nation’s  soldiers  chose  exile  rather  than  living  under  occupation  and  fled 
to  France  which  had  been  the  only  major  country  to  voice  objection  to  the  destruction  of  the  Polish- 
Lithuanian  Commonwealth.  By  1797,  Poles  and  Lithuanians  could  be  found  serving  in  the  ranks  of 
Napoleon’s  French  forces.  After  proving  themselves  in  battle  during  the  Italian  Campaign,  Napoleon 
formed  them  into  their  own  military  units  such  as  the  Vistula  and  Danube  Legions.  These  soldiers 
fought  and  died  for  Napoleon  from  Madrid  to  Germany  in  the  hope  of  some  day  liberating  their 
homeland.  The  Lithuanian  soldier  could  even  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  Napoleon’s  own  Imperial  Guard 
forming  the  Polish  Lancers.  These  soldiers  gladly  join  Napoleon  in  this  1812  Russian  Campaign  and 
soon  join  by  other  Lithuanians  as  the  country  was  liberated  on  his  march  to  Moscow.  While  in  Vilnius, 
Napoleon  formed  five  Lithuanian  Lancer  and  four  Lithuanian  Infantry  Regiments  and  added  the 
Lithuanian  Lancers  Regiment  and  a Squadron  of  Lithuanian  Tartars  to  his  own  Imperial  Guard. 

Although  these  Lithuanian  soldiers  fought  valiantly  during  the  Russian  Campaign  most  perished  with 
the  Imperial  Army  during  Napoleon’s  winter  retreat  from  Moscow.  Survivors  were  soon  consolidated 
with  Lithuanian  infantryman  being  sent  to  Fortress  Moldin  in  Poland  and  many  of  the  nation’s  cavalry 
men  consolidated  into  the  Polish  Lancers  of  the  Guard.  These  soldiers  remained  loyal  to  Napoleon  until 
his  1812  abdication  with  a few  even  accompanying  him  on  his  exile  to  Elba.  Upon  his  return  to  France 
in  1814,  many  of  these  same  Lithuanian  veterans  flocked  to  Napoleon’s  banners  and  even  took  part  in 
his  historical  Battle  at  Waterloo. 

Knowing  a little  about  the  historic  connection  between  Napoleon  and  Lithuania  one  can  not  be  surprised 
the  modem  day  Lithuanians  still  hold  a great  affection  for  Napoleon.  In  the  summer  of  2002, 
Napoleonic  enthusiasts  from  around  the  world  flocked  to  Kaunas  for  a re-enactment  of  the  being  stages 
of  Napoleon’s  1812  Russian  Campaign.  On  that  occasion,  thousands  watch  as  re-enactors  wearing 
authentic  Napoleonic  uniforms  marching  again  and  took  part  in  a mock  battle  with  opposing  Russian 
troops.  The  author  was  proud  to  have  been  there  for  this  event.  For  the  numismatist,  vendors  were 
even  selling  tokens  in  commemoration  of  the  event. 

On  the  occasion,  the  author  obtained  a nickel  size  brass  token  which  bears  a bust  of  Napoleon  wearing 
his  famous  bi-com  hat  with  his  name  Napoleon  I on  right  side  of  its  obverse.  A set  of  initials  which 
appears  to  be  the  letters  “EK”  appears  at  the  tape  of  his  neck  and  is  believed  to  be  those  of  the  engraver 
or  designer  of  the  token.  The  reverse  of  the  token  bears  the  legend  “Perkela  1812’  and  “Kaunas  - 
2002’’.  Although  not  an  exceptional  token  for  the  numismatist  it  is  a worthy  souvenir  of  Napoleon  and 
his  connection  to  Lithuania.  The  recent  appearance  of  such  reasonably  prices  souvenir  or 
commemorative  token  provides  a way  for  new  and  collectors  of  modest  means  to  join  the  ranks  of 

Lithuanian  numismatists  around  the  world.  The  author  applauds  the  work  of  the  unkriown  engravers 
and  designers. 


COINS  OF  LORD  KARIBUTAS 


Based  on  'Lietiivos  Didziosios  Kunigaikstystes  Lydiniai  ir  Monetos,  nuo  1387  iki  1495  metg'  Vilniu  -, 
1994,  |).  35-39,  l)y  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas  and  Mikelis  Balcius.  Translated,  edited  and  supplementerJ  bv 
Meksandras  Radzius. 

Kaributas  was  the 
third  son  of  Algirdas, 

King  and  Great  Lord  of 
Lithuania  and  his  second 
wife,  juliana,  daughter  of 
Alexander,  Lord  of  Tver. 

Kaributas  was  their  third 
son,  born  about  1358  in 
Vilnius.  King  Algirdas 
made  Kaributas  Lord  of 
Novgorod  Severnsk,  on 
the  northern  edge  of  contemporary 
Ukraine.  Later  he  also  ruled  Cher- 
nigov, a bit  southwest  of  Novgorod 
Severnsk. 


Ukraine  of  today  with  Novgorod  Severnsk  and 
Chernigov  indicated. 

Kaributas  married  Anastasia,  daughter  of 
Oleg,  Lord  of  Riazan.  Kaributas's  Christian 
name  was  Dimitri.  During  King  jogalia's 
conflict  with  Lord  Kestutis,  Kaributas,  like  the 
rest  of  the  Algirdas's  children  who  ruled  in 
Ruthenia  and  Ukraine,  sided  with  jogalia.  By 
refusing  to  pay  tribute  to  Kestutis,  Lithuania, 
Kaributas  started  events  leading  to  Jogalia's 


n 6 YA^, 

TbKNA^ 
3 AKOfHi 
T A. 


38mm  diameter  seal  of  Lord 
Kaributas  from  1380's  documents  as 
reported  by  different  researchers. 
On  the  obverse  is  a non-armorial 
equestrian  figure  and  on  the  re\erse, 
in  period  Cyrilic,  is  the  legend: 

TTEVATb  KNA3A  KOPHBtOTfl 

{Sc.ll  of  Lord  K.lrihutas). 


regaining  the  Lithuanian  throne  in  1382.  In 
I V ytautas  deposed  Kaributas  from  his  two 
domains  and  the  last  record  we  have  of 
kaributas  is  from  a document  dated  1404. 

In  1868  B.  Kohne  and  J.  Iversen  report^'*^  a 
coin  in  the  S.G.  Stroganov  collection  on  the 
obverse  having  a cross  or  a sword  surrounded 
by  the  legend  A KOPUBTBA.  On  the  reverse  is 
Arabic  writting.  This  coin  is  currently  in  the 
Hermitage  Museum  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia  and 
appears  to  be  in  almost  mint  condition,  with  no 
signs  of  wear. 

In  1913  M.l.  Dogeli  reported^^^  a similar  coin 
with  a A KOPH6TBA  legend  surrounding  a cross 
or  a sword  on  the  obverse  and  Arabic  on  the 
reverse.  The  fate  of  the  coin  from  the  Dogeli  is 
not  known. 

For  a long  time  researchers  did  not  doubt  the  authenticity  of  these  two 
coins.  However  by  the  1970's,  I.G.  Spasskij'"'  and  N.F.  Kotljar'"'  were 
questioning  their  authenticity.  In  1994,  Ivanauskas  and  Balcius  also 
expressed  doubt. 

In  1991,  Ivanauskas  gained  access  to  tbe  Borshchev  hoard  which  consists 
of  consists  of  113  coins  and  two  Novgorod  silver  ingot  fragments  and  is 
currently  housed  in  the  Ukrainian  Historical  Treasures  Museum.  He  found 
three  coins  having  the  legend  HEHATb  surrounding  the  arms  of  Kaributas  on 
the  surrounding  the  arms  of  Kaributas  on  the  obverse  and  Arabic  script  on 
the  reverse.  Two  of  the  coins  weighed  0.94  grams  (0.58  of  a penny  weight,) 
and  the  third  - 1.04  grams  (about  0.65  of  a pennyweight,).  For  reference,  in 
the  natural  system  of  weights  and  measures,  a pennyweight  is  the  weight  of 
24  grains,  i.e.  about  1.6  grams.  Since  information  of  the  degree  of  wear 
and/or  clipping  experience  by  the  coins  was  not  presented,  no  estimations 
can  be  made  if  these  coins  were  originally  minted  as  pennyweight  coins  or  if 

they  are  actually  heavy  half-penny  (ha'penny)  coins. 

In  1992,  Kozubovskij^'^^  reported  finding  5 additional  coins  of  Kaributas  in 
the  Borshchev  hoard.  On  three  of  the  Kaributas  coins  are  the  arms  of 
Kaributas.  Photos  of  two  of  coin  are  given  below.  For  comparison,  the  28 
mm  diameter  seal  of  Kaributas's  son,  Fedor/Fedko,  who  lived  1398  to  1440 

is  also  presented. 


From:  Karys.  JK.  Numizmatika 
Putnam.  Conn.  USA  1970,  p.  69. 

The  Cyrillic  on  the  coin  appears 
to  beZiKP5HPO(?).  Interpreta- 
tion, filling  in  letters  left  out  or 
correcting  seemingly  illiterate 
die  engravers'  errors  is  of  value, 
but  presenting  first  the  inscrip- 
tion in  its  original  form  is  the 
scientific  method.  Further, 
since  numismatics  has  a strong 
visual  component,  presenting 
clear  graphics,  whether  photo- 
graphs or  line  drawings  is 
mandatory,  given  the  techno- 
logy available  today. 


The  Kaributas  arms  as  depicted  on  two  of  his  coins  from  the  Borshchev  hoards  and  on  his  son's 
Fedor's  28  mm  diameter  seal. 


For  additional  insight  and  appreciation  of  the  Kaributas  heraldry,  the  arms 
of  Lord  Kaributas's  descendents  are  presented  below.  Clearly  the  influence 
of  the  coins  illustrated  is  the  basis  for  the  arms  of  some  members  of 
Kaributas's  clan.  However,  his  progeny  who  use  the  arms  with  the 
decreasing  horizontal  bars  must  look  for  the  origin  of  the  arms  elsewhere. 


The  additional  5 coins  from  the 
Borshchev  hoard  that  Kozubovskij 
attributes  to  Kaributas  weigh  0.65.  0.81, 
0.85,  0.89  and  0.92  grams.  That  is,  about 
0.409,  0.509,  0.531,  0.556  and  0.575  of  a 
pennyweight  coin  respectively.  Or,  the 
coins  weigh  about  9.7,  12.14,  12.74,  13.34 
and  13.58  grains  respectively.  Again,  not  having  more  information  about 
each  coin's  wear  and  degree  of  clipping,  it  is  hard  to  say  if  they  were  minted 
originally  as  half-penny  coins  and/or  if  the  raw  weights  represent  the 
normally  accepted  variation  for  period  ha'pennies. 

Yes,  these  are  exciting  times  for  those  of  us  interested  in  our  early  coins. 
The  end  of  the  half-century  Russian  occupation  has  enhanced  not  only 
native  interest  in  finding  and  rediscovering  old  coins  from  which  data  could 
be  gleamed  to  help  better  interpret,  attribute  and  understand  our  early 
coins,  and  with  the  former  travel  restrictions  discarded,  the  natural 
exchange  of  information  has  been  enhanced. 


s. 

Keterences 

143.  B.  Kohne,  j.  Iversen.  Eine  munze  des  Wolwoden  der  Walachel  Radu  III.  Berliner 

Blater  fur  Munz-Siegel  und  Wappenkunde.  Vol  4,  p.  244,  Berlin  1868.  ^ 

144.  M.l. 'Dogelj.  Neizdanaja  russkaja  moneta  XIV  veka.  Zapiski  numizmatirhpn^lno^ 
otdelenija  Imperratorskoga  russkogo  archeologichekogo  obshchestva.  Vnl  l 

pp  85-89,  Sankt  Peterburg  1913. 

145.  I.G.  Spasskij.  Russkaja  monetnaia  sistema.  p.  87.  Leningrad  1970. 

146.  N.F.  KotIjar.  O monetnaja  Dmitrija  Koributa  i sfragistika.  Soobshchenija 
Gosudarstvennogo  Ermitazha,  Vol  XI,  pp  73-74,  Leningrad  1975. 

147.  G.A.  Kozubovskij.  Siverskij  moneti  XIV  st..  p.  1-6  Kijiv  1992. 

Other  sources 

J.  Kapocius  (red.).  Lietuviu  Enciklopediia.  Desimtas  Tomas,  p.  541-542.  South  Boston 
1957. 

S.  Sajauskas  , D.  Kaubrys.  Lietuvos  Didziosios  Kunigaistystes  Numizmatikaf  p.  20. 
Kaunas  2006.  ISBN  9955-03-341 -X,  UDK  737(474. 5)(084)Sa79. 

j.  Ostrowski.  Ksiega  Herbowa  Rodow  Polskich,  p.  257-258.  Warszawa  1902. 

V.+H.V.  Rolland.  Illustrations  to  the  Armorial  General  by  l.+B.  Rietstap.  Baltimore 
1965.  Library  of  Congress  Catalog  Card  No.  65-21472. 

SPECIES  COIN  WEIGHTS  vs.  NOMENCLATURE 

Aleksandras  Radzius 

When  species  coins  were  the  money  of  daily  transactions,  the  value  and  the 
name  of  a coin  was  based  soley  on  its  assumed  or  verified  precious  metal  content  and 
on  its  assumed  or  verified  weight,  within  accepted  limits  for  each  parameter.  A 'work- 
in-progress'  table  is  presented  below  addressing  only  the  coin  weight  vs.  nomenclature 


Metric  system 
(grams) 

Weights  of  the 
natural  system 

silver  coin  nomenclature 

gold  coin  nomenclature 

23.6-30.6 

about  one  troy  ounce 
(about  480  grains) 

ecu  (French) 

27 

doubloon  (Spanish  'onza  de  oro' 

almost  27 

dollar  (US) 

25-30 

thaler  (German) 

5.8 

about  4 pennyweight 

groat  (English) 

4.6 

about  2 pennyweights 
(about  48  grains) 

dobla  (Spanish) 

3.4-4. 5 

ecu  d'or  (French) 

3.5 

real  (Spanish) 

ducate,  florine,  gulden 

3. 2-4. 2 

grochen 

2.34 

shilling 

1 .75 

about  1 pennyweight 
(about  24  grains) 

half-ducate 

1 .3 

denier  (French) 

1 .26 

denaro  (Italian) 

1.1-1. 6 

penny  (English) 

0.55-0.8 

(about  12  grains) 

ha'penny  (English) 

0.28-0.4 

(about  6 grains 

farthing  (English) 

V. 


aspects  of  early  western  species  coins.  The  table  goes  to  about  tbe  time  of  the  final 
partition  of  Lithuania.  Some  coin  names  are  culture  specific,  e.g.  ecu,  groat,  real. 
Other  narnes  are  mtilticultural,  e.g.  thaler/dalder/dollar,  shilling,  denar.  However, 
regardless  of  how  they  were  called,  they  cluster  around  weights  which  are  more 
evident  using  the  natural  system  of  weights  rather  than  the  metric  system.  This  is  not 
surprising,  as  these  coins  were  minted  using  the  natural  system  of  weights  and  measures 
and  before  the  introduction  of  the  metric  system. 
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VARIOUS  COIN  ISSUES  PRESENTED 


From  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  website,  on  the  left  is  a listing  of  the  various 
circulation  coins  that  have  been  issued  and  their  dates.  Notice  that  not  all  coins  have 
been  issued  every  year.  The  Bank  has  also  announced  that  there  will  be  a 2008 
collector  set  issued.  On  the  right  is  the  data  of  the  sold-out  2007  gold  100  litij 

commemorating  the  1,000th  year  mention  of  the  name  Lithuania.  On  the  bottom  is  a 100  'll®*  coin  from  the  series  dedicated 
. . ^ . to  the  millennium  of  the  mention 

description  of  the  to-be-issued  2008  St.  Casimir  50  lity  com.  name  of  Lithuania 


Coins 

Coinset  1991  of  circulation  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  (Distributed  7,000  pcs) 

Coinset  2000  of  circulation  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  (sold  out) 

Coinset  2003  of  circulation  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 

5 litas  (1998,  1999) 


2 litas  (1998,  1999,  2001,  2002) 

1 litas  (1998,  1999,  2000,  2001,  2002) 


Gold  Au  999.9 
Quality  proof 


1 litas  (circulation  commemorative  1997,  1999,  2004,  2005) 
50  centas  (1991)  (1997,  1998,  1999,  2000) 

20  centas  (1991)  (1997,  1998,  1999,  2007) 


Diameter  22.30  mm 
Weight  7.78  g 

The  words  on  the  edge  of  the  com: 
MILLENNIUM  OF  THE  NAME  OF  LITHUANIA 


10  centas (1991)  (1997,  1998,  1999,  2006,  2007) 

5 centas  (1991) 

2 centas (1991) 

1 centas (1991) 

Coin  dedicated  to  the  550*^  Birth  Anniversary  of  St  Casimir 

Denomination  50  litas 

Silver  Ag  925 

Diameter  38.61  mm 

Weight  28.28  g 

Quality  proof 

Mintage  5,000  pieces 

To  be  issued  in  the  first  quarter  of  2008 


Designed  by 

Liudas  Parulskis  and  Giedrius  Paulauskis 

Mintage  5 000  pcs 
Issue  2007 
Price  750  litas 


WANT/FOR  SALE 
ADS 

This  is  a FI^EE  service  to  non-commercial  LNA 
members.  What  do  you  want  for  your  collection? 

What  do  you  have  for  sale?  List  it  HERE! 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania, 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  J.R.  Greene,  26 
Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to  1708, 
especially  gold.  Please  write  with  what  you  have 
for  sale.  Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792,  Tucson, 
,AZ  85752.  E-mail:  Lith57@aol.com. 

WANTED:  Original  Petras  Rimsa  medals, 
(no  contemporary  reproductions).  Also  wanted: 
Lithuanian  1923  First  National  Census  badge. 
Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 
E-mail:  Albionfp@hotmail.com. 

WANTED:  High  grade  earlier  Lithuania 
(pre-WWn)  banknotes  for  personal  collection. 
Robert  Pletta,  P.O.  Box  480,  Friendsville,  MD 
21531-0480.  E-mail:  rpletta@gcnetmail.net. 

FOR  SALE:  The  following  silver  proof  50 
litij  Lithuanian  commemorative  coins!  U.S.  orders 
only.  $65  each.  Please  add  $5.00  postage  and 
handling.  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
MI  49224.  E-mail:  Albionfp@hotmail.com. 

1995  M.K.  Ciurlionis. 

1998  Adomas  Mickevicius. 

2000  Vytautas  the  Great. 

FOR  SALE:  Various  Lithuanian  silver  50 
lity  commemorative  coins.  CALL  ojr  E-mail  us 
for  what  we  have  and  prices.  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  Gift  Shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629.  (773)  583-6500. 

giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org.  We  also  have  the 
last  out-of-print  copy  of  Jonas  K.  Karys  book 
“Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  Pinigai”  (Independent 
Lithuanian  Money),  as  well  as  Eugenijus 
Ivanauskas  & Robert  Douchis’  “Coins  of 
Lithuania  1386-1707.” 


LETTERS 

Has  anyone  else  out  there  been  watching 
the  dramatic  rise  in  prices  for  modern 
Lithuanian  commemorative  coins?  Even  just- 
issued  coins  are  going  for  wildly  inflated 
prices.  They  continue  to  be  sold  out,  and 
rapidly,  despite  increased  mintages  of  15,000 
and  5,000  pieces.  You  can  see  all  this  on  E- 
bay.de,  the  German  version  of  our  E-bay. com. 
For  those  with  limited  German,  click  onto 
'Muenzen'  (coins)  and  then  onto  'Litauen' 
(Lithuania).  They  just  finished  a sale  of  about 
two  dozen  pieces  at  fantastic  prices.  Possibly 
someone  was  selling  his  collection.  Have 
more  people  in  Germany,  the  USA  and/or 
Lithuania  taken  to  collecting  this  series?  If 
more  people  are  interested  in  Lithuanian 
numismatics,  isn't  this  a chance  to  try  to 
recruit  more  members  for  the  LNA?  Possibly 
other  members  have  access  to  more 
information. 

Sincerely, 

Harvey  W.  Oshrin. 

[Editor's  note:  These  people  are  probably 
speculators/investors  who  purchase  coins  tfoni 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  at  original  issue  prices, 
and  then  sell  them  for  profit.  True  numismatists 
do  not  sell  their  Coins  that  quickly,  but  instead 
keep  collecting  them  in  a series.] 
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